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New Chicago birding spots in the works 
 
 

 
 

Stearns Quarry Park – The architect’s version --Under construction April 2009 
 
 

Stearns Quarry Park 
 
Just  in  t ime for  fa l l  migrat ion th is  year  there should be a new 20-acre park  featur ing a dramat ic  
nature area - -  Stearns Quarry Park,  2700-2900 South Hals ted,  in the Br idgepor t  neighborhood.  
Park ing a long the nor th  end of  the park  should be easy for  ear ly morn ing b i rders .  
 
The s i te is  no doubt  fami l ia r  to long- t ime Chicagoans.  Star t ing in  the 1830s the quarry was mined 
for  the l imestone to bu i ld  the new c i ty.  When the quarry c losed the Ci ty  o f  Chicago turned the s i te  
in to  a dump.  In 2003 the Chicago Park Dis t r ic t  took over .   Given the rar i ty o f  new park  land in the 
hear t  of  a  major  c i ty,  the development  of  th is  park has at t racted at tent ion nat ionwide.  I t ’s  even 
inc luded in  a  case s tudy for  s tudents  a t  MIT ! 
 
As the arch i tectura l  drawing shows,  the natura l  area dominates one end of  the park .   A path fo l lows 
a ser ies of  wet lands down to  a  large pond (which wi l l  be s tocked wi th  f ish) .  Underneath is  a 
complex water  management  system to  handle s tormwater  run-of f  and any res idual  tox ins that  may 
dra in  in to the pond.  A long one s ide is  a quarry wa l l  wi th  foss i ls ,  h igh l ight ing and preserv ing the 
areas geolog ica l  h is tory .  
 
Burnham Centennial Park 
 
The next  t ime you dr ive a long South Lake Shore Dr ive take an ext ra look at  the wide swath of  p la in  
tur f  that  l ines the road as i t  passes through Burnham Park.   The Chicago Park Dis t r ic t  wants  to  
conver t  the eastern s t retch between 31st  and 39th St reets  in to  a 30-acre f ie ld o f  b i rd  habi tat ,  
naming i t  in  honor  of  the centennia l  o f Danie l  Burnham’s Plan for  Chicago.  
 
The Park Dis t r ic t  is  jus t  in  the in i t ia l  p lanning s tages however  b i rders  are needed to  p lay cr i t ica l  
ro les in the development .   Watch for  announcements about  publ ic  meet ings but ,  in  the meant ime,  i f  
you can he lp  wi th  moni tor ing,  in par t icu lar ,  contact  Judy Pol lock at  Audubon Chicago Region—
jpol lock@audubon.org.  
 
The fu ture of  the western s ide of  South Lake Shore Dr ive is  dependent  upon the owners of  the 
ad jo in ing invas ives farm (aka the ra i l road proper ty) .  The Park Dis t r ic t  is  act ive ly encouraging them 
to  e l iminate the i r  aggress ive p lants .  
 
Lincoln Park - Diversey and Wellington Field 
 
North o f  the Diversey gol f  dr iv ing range is  a large tur f  f ie ld  wi th  poor  dra inage.  Even in  dry weather  
i t  is  muddy.  The Park Dis t r ic t  p lans on us ing nat ive p lants  to so lve the prob lem,  creat ing a 
savannah natura l  area in  i ts  p lace.   Th is  wi l l  add some benef ic ia l  b i rd  habi ta t  in  an area of  the park  
that  is  most ly tur f  grass.  

 


